Internet Research Assignment

You must remember that today just about anyone can post a website on any subject.  Your task is to find the BEST information. The huge numbers of sites found by your favorite search engine may be inadequate for your research: either they contain material completely unrelated to your topic or offer very little data that can be utilized in a research paper. You can often easily judge a site’s worth by the type or quantity of information offered, as well as the author or generator of the site.  So, DO NOT believe everything you read on the Internet!  In order to determine the accuracy or validity of an Internet source, you must consider the quality and type of information provided.  In order to do this, you must complete an Internet Source Evaluation Form for each website you encounter.

There are many sources at Snohomish’s library’s website:

http://shs.sno.wednet.edu/library.htm

Chose a topic (either from Mrs. English or from something that interests you) and find 3 sources from each of the following areas:


1. Encyclopedia

2. Database
3. A website.  


If you didn’t bring your library card, find an encyclopedia from another source, like www.encarta.com or http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page .  An online author database can be found at http://library.aston.ac.uk/cgi-bin/aston.sh .

For each of these three sources, fill out the form that comes with this assignment, and create an APA reference that you could put on an APA reference page.  I need to have turned into me:

1. 3 forms.

2. 1 reference page with three entries. 

Use citationmachine.net to create an APA reference page.  Put in as much information as possible.  If you don’t see a specific date on the website, delete the path to get to the main page.  For example, if you go to the site below, you won’t see a date:

http://www.ibiblio.org/hyperwar/AAF/VII/AAF-VII-6.html

If you delete everything after the name of the website, you’ll see a date:

http://www.ibiblio.org/

Last updated February 01, 2006 (near the bottom of the page)

*Mrs. English wants you to do your best to find dates on the upcoming report assignment for her class, which is why we are covering this now.  She said she will subtract a lot of points if there is no date on your reference page.
*When using Citation Machine, you have to capitalize proper nouns, which Citation Machine doesn’t do.

Using the Internet for Academic Research

Evaluating an Internet Source

Student: _________________________
Course: _________________________

Topic: ______________________

Teacher: ________________________

Full URL (web address): ______________________________ Date visited: __________

Title of Site (the page you want to consult or cite)  ______________________________

Technique

Do links to other sites work when you click on them?



YES
NO

Are the graphics clear?







YES 
NO

Is the text easily readable?






YES
NO

Is there an address to contact the webmaster?




YES
NO

Authority

Is the author’s name given?






YES 
NO

Does the site give the author’s background, position, title, educational level?
YES 
NO

Is there an address to contact the author?




YES
NO

Accuracy

Is the title of the page indicative of the content? 




YES 
NO

Is the information reliable and free of errors?




YES 
NO

Does the information contradict something you found somewhere else? 

YES
NO

Is a bibliography included to verify the information given?


YES
NO

Does the domain (i.e. edu, com, gov) of the page influence your evaluation? 
YES 
NO 

Objectivity



Is the site factual (without bias/opinion)?




YES
NO

Are graphics or information used to influence you emotionally?


YES
NO

Currency

Is the date of the latest revision of the site clearly stated?



YES
NO

Is the date given for when the information was gathered and/or posted?

YES
NO

Coverage

Is the scope of the topic clearly stated?





YES
NO

Does the site give supporting facts, data, charts, statistics, etc?


YES
NO

Are you satisfied that the information is useful for your purpose?


YES
NO

