The Command Line VB.NET
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"Command line" refers to DOS (Disk Operating System) that used to be the actual operating system (Windows 98 and earlier) and is still available in "emulation" even in the latest Windows versions. The term "command line" (or "Command Prompt" as Microsoft labels it these days) means that you can't just click buttons and menus to do things. Anything you do has to be entered as a one line "command". For example, in Windows, you can drag and drop a file from one folder to another to move it. In DOS, you have to enter a command to MOVE X Y where X and Y are file names. 

The example here was developed using Windows XP. DOS can be found in XP by selecting Start > All Programs > Accessories > Command Prompt. 

Open Visual Basic, and choose a console application, instead of the Windows Application we usually choose.  Type the following between sub main and end sub:
        System.Console.WriteLine("About VB Example")

        System.Console.WriteLine()

        ' Prompt user for identifier

        Dim ReplyString As String

        System.Console.Write("Type A or B: ")

        ReplyString = System.Console.ReadLine()

        System.Console.Write("You typed: " & ReplyString)
Just hit play to run the program.
Unless you specify otherwise, the Sub Main() is the entry point for the program. That is, it's the first procedure that is executed when you run your program. Main is where you would put the code that needs to be run first. Later on, you will see that Visual Studio will often add a parameter to your project to change the first procedure to something else, such as a form. The Sub (short for Subroutine) is carefully ended just like the Module was.

Every other executable statement in the program (the Dim statement just creates a variable and isn't actually an executable) actually uses the services of one of the main objects in VB.NET: the System.Console object. 

Change the text to ask a new question and redisplay their input.

